422                 NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

many slaves protested, some even wept. But protests
and tears notwithstanding, slavery was abolished in law.
But the abolition was the result of a bloody war between
the South and the North; and so though the Negro's lot is
considerably better than before, he still remains the out-
cast of high society. I am asking for something much higher.
I ask for a bloodless end of an unnatural domination and
for a new era, even though there may be protests and wail-
ing from some of us.

Bombay, ll-5-'42

Harijan, 17-5-1942
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TWO ACTIONS

My proposal for the withdrawal of the British power
involves two actions. One is to deal with the present
emergency, and the other to secure freedom from British
supremacy. The second admits of delay. There is a lot of
confusion about its implications. I am trying to the best
of my ability to deal with the questions as they arise from
time to time.

The first admits of no delay and demands specific
action irrespective of the proposal for British withdrawal.
This is in connection with (1) the behaviour of troops, (2)
the impending salt famine, (3) control of food grains,
(4) evacuation for the sake of the military, (5) discrimination
between Europeans and Anglo-Indians and Anglo-Burmans
on the one hand and Indians on the other.

On the first item the people have the law and public
opinion wholly on their side. The Government machinery
is always slow to move, more "so now, when it is all pre-
mortgaged for military preparations. People must every-
where learn to defend themselves against misbehaving
individuals, no matter who they are. The question of non-
violence and violence does not arise. No doubt the non-
violent way is always the best, but where that does not
come naturally the violent way is both necessary   and